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Our Mission Statement:

To represent and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin.

To  promote the horse through leadership, education, service and
 communication. 

And to take a proactive role in the future growth and 
development of the equine industry.

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests 
are in line with WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement. Our member-
ship year will follow the calendar year. Members will also receive our 
monthly newsletter where FREE classified ads can be placed and   
reasonable 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be arranged. The        
newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 

The Council employs a professional Lobbyist who works with us on 
pending legislation as needed for the equine industry. 

We are constantly working on adding new benefits for our members. 
Please feel free to contact us with your comments or suggestions. 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2018-2019 

Executive Officers 
President - Nancy Edwards 
    262-623-9092 
    njrhorse@nconnect.net 
Vice President - Katie Bachhuber 
    920-539-0601 
    kbach@nconnect.net 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
     920-948-9502 
     jfeller@nconnect.net  
 Treasurer - Ron Miller 
    608-873-3848 
    ronmiller1@charter.net 
 

 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Karen Kroll, 608-795-2321, 
mkroll@chorus.net 
Director at Large to MHF & WSHCEF - James 
Harris, 608-987-3600, 
harrisfam5@hotmail.com 
Director at Large - Gail Seasor,  
608-576-9429, gailseasor@att.net 
District 1 Rep - OPEN 
District 2 Rep - Holly McMullen, 715-351-0961 
hollymcmullen@yahoo.com 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 262-670-
1426, bonnieshepherd@qg.com 
District 4 Rep - Floyd Finney, 608-868-4543, 
dpapcke@centurytel.net 
District 5 Rep - Linda Catherman, 608-432-
2599, danlindac@gmail.com 
 

Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor/Website 
Administrator, Administrative Assistant 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
P.O. Box 72 
121 S. Ludington Street, 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393  Fax:  920-623-0583 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 

Midwest Horse Fair 
Megan Hanuszczak - General Manager 
megan.hanuszczak@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington Street 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515  Fax:  920-623-5454 

ATTENTION: 
Tear out page 25/26 and fold 

it for a handy brochure to 
keep or to share. 

This month’s featured 
brochure is 

“Stick to the Rules”. 
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What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing equestrian             
community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)
(3) organization and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support Wisconsin equine 
projects. 
 
The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 
....Educational Initiatives 
....Equine Research 
....Trail Development 
....Youth Scholarship and Participation 
 
What is our relationship with the Wisconsin State Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. 
WHC Board of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-WHC 
individuals.  The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the State of 
Wisconsin. It has grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 
 
The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent and foster a unified equine industry in 
Wisconsin. To promote the horse through leadership, education, service and communications, and to take a proactive 
role in the future growth and development of the equine industry in the State of Wisconsin. 
 
WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the advancement of  
equine activities and the equine industry in general. 
 
The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship             
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

Welcome to the Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation 
The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth cherishing; we are dedicat-
ed to strengthening this bond and enriching the equestrian experience in Wisconsin through educa-

tion, research, charity, and scholarship. 
Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Go to the WSHCEF tab 

at the top of the page 

WSHCEF Officers & Board of Directors 
 

                  Officers 
President  Gary Jackson 
 
Vice President & Diane Sackett 
Secretary 
Treasurer Lila Lemanski         

 

 

                            Board of Directors & Volunteer Team 
       James Harris                Mike McGowan         Karen Meekma 
       Sharon Hookstead      Rich Ernsberger         Lori Helmer 
       Margo Miller                Gail Seasor                 Dave Kluge 
       Roxanne Kluge             Linda Ernsberger 
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National Equestrian Trail Conference Report 
By Kricket Jewett 

 

On November 2-4, 2018 three members of the Wisconsin Horse Council Trail Committee had the 
privilege of attending the National Equestrian Trail Conference held in Phoenix AZ. 

This year the theme was Sharing the Trails, so we did have not only information on equestrian 
trails, but presentations from hikers, bikers, and motorized sports.  It was a great topic that is 
immensity relevant to issues that we face here in Wisconsin. 

If you visit the web site https://www.sharingthetrails.com/  you will find the complete itinerary, as 
well as the power point presentations presented at some of the sessions. 
 
With registration starting early of Friday, we arrived on Thursday and were able to enjoy a ride 
out into the Tonto National Forest which is 350,00 acres of rugged dessert!  The difference in 
terrain and plant live was striking to say the least! 

One of the sessions I attended was a pictorial view of the National Scenic Trail - Arizona Trail, and 
some facts on how it came to completion recently.  Ellen Schopes and Larry Simkins (71 & 78-year
-old) completed a through hike of the entire 800 miles last year!  The pictures were absolutely 
incredible!  But what caught my attention was the shear number of land managers, and local, 
state, and federal agencies that worked together to make this multi-use trail a reality!  Almost the 

entire trail is open to hikers, bikers and equestrians (there are a few spots that have to been detoured on horseback due to 
terrain, but the majority of the trail is open to riding!)  The power point can be viewed on the sharing the trails web site.  

The Keynote Speaker for Saturday’s lunch was Dr. Temple Grandin.  She is an inspirational speaker, who has overcome 
Autism, and is an advocate for working with people who may learn differently.  Her contributions to agriculture have been 
revolutionary.  I found myself thinking several times, why did it take so long for someone to change the industry to work with 
the natural instincts of cattle and horses when being confined or captured.  She has several books 
published that talk about how we can do small changes and what a big difference they make in 
daily husbandry. 

The one speaker I most enjoyed was Thomas Rosenfield the President of HillStaffer, a lobbyist 
firm in Washington DC.  Now, you must know that I really hate dealing with the legalese of 
government and legislation.  But Thomas was a speaker who commanded your attention, and 
made a step by step list of what we can do as individuals when writing or calling our local, state, 
and federal officials.  I ended up at the evening dinner and cowboy swing dance event talking 
with him for about an hour on the importance of each individuals’ words, letters, and calls.  As 
the representative on the Governors State Trails council, I often find my self asking trail users to 
write and contact officials, I now more firmly believe that the 5 minutes of so each of you spends 
making our voices heard, truly makes a difference.  Please be sure to take the minute and speak 
up when we have the opportunity! 

I hope you were able to read up on Floyd Finney’s and Alice Williams reports in last months 
newsletter, they covered details from some of the other sessions.  Please feel free to contact me 
for more details if you would like at kricketj@gmail.com.  

Riding Homer in the Tonto 
National Forest. 

Phoenix Mountain Preserve 
with a multi-use trail across 
from the hotel. 
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Copyright © 2018 American Horse Council 
 
Permission to pass on the AHC Washington Update to your members, readers, or others is granted on the condition that it is 
forwarded in its original form or directly linked with the AHC logo and a link to the AHC website. 

October 29, 2018 

EWDC Survey 
Do you know how many equines there are in shelters, rescues, and sanctuaries across the country? How about 
the number of equines adopted last year? Neither do we! We are pleased to share that The Equine Welfare Data 
Collective (EWDC) is poised to start data collection within the equine welfare industry. As a reminder, the EWDC 
is a collaborative effort to accumulate, analyze and apply data to enhance programming for transitioning and 
at-risk horses. The EWDC will start by collecting equine intake and outcome data from transition centers, 
adoption centers, rescues, sanctuaries, shelters, and other organizations involved in equine welfare. Online 
surveys will be distributed to EWDC affiliate organizations beginning immediately. The success of the EWDC 
depends on a robust contribution of data from the vast majority of facilities that house at risk equines, or those in 
transition, within the industry. How does your organization become an affiliate? Affiliates must commit to 
responding to surveys on a quarterly basis. Participation in the EWDC is free, and all results will remain 
anonymous. Organizations that contribute data will be the first to receive the results and will be given an EWDC 
badge for their website to publicly demonstrate their commitment to our mission. Further, granting organizations 
such as the Unwanted Horse Coalition (UHC), The Right Horse Initiative (TRH), American Association of Equine 
Practitioners Foundation (AAEPF), and American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) will be 
looking for your contribution to the EWDC as part of their funding considerations. Equines at risk across the 
country need your organization’s contribution. Your data contribution will provide more accurate study results 
which in turn will help you understand and communicate the scope of the issues you are tackling, better serve 
your community, and become a benchmark for industry leaders. The EWDC was created by the Unwanted Horse 
Coalition (UHC), a program of the American Horse Council (AHC) with funding partners being The Right Horse 
Initiative (TRH), The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), and the American 
Association of Equine Practitioners Foundation (AAEPF). To become an affiliate or for more information, please 
visit our website at https://www.unwantedhorsecoalition.org/ equine-welfare-data-collective/ or contact Emily 
Stearns, EWDC program manager, at EWDC@HorseCouncil.org. Link to survey for those that wish to share it: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EWDCSurvey1  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

WHC CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGE 2018 

GRAND, RESERVE & CUMULATIVE WINNERS 

Halter Division 

 Grand: Sonya Maurer with Payback Sweet Vanity 

 Reserve:  Christa Lecesse with Jamils Sure Color 

Showmanship Division 

 Grand Jr. Jr.:  Danielle Martin with TCF Psydekick 

 Grand Sr.:  Callie Blue with Capitalize Me 

 Reserve Sr.:  Christa Lecesse with Jamils Sure Color 

 Grand Sr. Sr.:  Linda Nelson with He Be Classy 

 Reserve Sr. Sr.:  Lori Gibb with Rogue 

Western Walk/Jog Only Division 

 Grand Sr.:  Callie Blue with Capitalize Me 

 Reserve Sr.:  Christa Lecesse with Jamils Sure Color 

 Grand Sr. Sr.:  Lori Gib with Rogue 

 Reserve Sr. Sr.:  Korie Hall with Skip Dee Fancy Jack 

Western Walk/Jog/Lope Performance Division 

 Grand Sr.:  Callie Blue with Capitalize Me 

 Reserve Sr.:  Madison Couture with Crystals Cassidy 

 Grand Sr. Sr.:  Sheila Kisling with SK Silver Slate 

English Walk/Trot Only Division 

 Grand Sr.:  Kirsty Fahey with Spottin Artifacts 

 Reserve Sr.:  Christa Lecesse with Jamils Sure Color 

 Grand Sr. Sr.:  Linda Nelson with He Be Classy 

English Walk/Trot/Canter Performance Division 

 Grand Sr.:  Callie Blue with Capitalize Me 

 Reserve Sr.:  Christa Lecesse with Jamils Sure Color 

 Grand Sr. Sr.:  Trisha Spettel with Charge Docs Diamond 

 Reserve Sr. Sr.:  Sheila Kisling with SK Silver Slate 

Barrels Division   

Grand Jr.:  Austin Beltran with Toby 

Grand Sr. Sr.:  Trisha Spettel with Charge Docs Diamonds 

Poles Division   

Grand Jr.:  Austin Beltran with Toby 

Grand Sr. Sr.:  Trisha Spettel with Charge Docs Diamonds 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

WHC CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGE 2018 

GRAND, RESERVE & CUMULATIVE WINNERS 

 

Flags Division   

Grand Jr.:  Austin Beltran with Toby 

Grand Sr. Sr.:  Trisha Spettel with Charge Docs Diamonds 

All Other Speed/Gymkhana Division   

Grand Jr.:  Austin Beltran with Toby 

Grand Sr. Sr.:  Trisha Spettel with Charge Docs Diamonds 

 

CUMULATIVE AWARDS 

 

Jackie Luebke-Puetz w/Too Cute Too Shoot:  Bronze Merit Award in Halter Division 

Callie Blue w/Capitalize Me:  Bronze Merit Award in Showmanship Division, Western Walk/

Jog Division, Western Walk/Jog/Lope Division and English Walk/Trot/Canter Division 

Linda Nelson w/He Be Classy:  Silver Merit Award in English Walk/Trot 
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  2019 SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM                   (Registration Deadline: March 15, 2019) 
 
Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________State  _______   Zip _____________Telephone (     ) _______________ 
Email Address required to receive E-newsletter ____________________________________________  

                                                  

Please check type and number of registrants below: Please Circle Judge or Candidate 
 
___ Judges or Candidates needing WHC certification (includes $20 WHC membership, if you are a 
       current 2019 WHC member, send in $70) includes lunch, seminar packet, and exams…...…….. $90  
___ Adult and/or Youth Auditor - includes lunch and seminar packet……………….…………….…….. $50 

      * Please include names of ALL participants for registration and name tag purposes. 
___ Total Participants……………………………………………………Amount Enclosed $____________ 

 
Make checks payable to WHC and mail to WHC, P.O. Box 72, Columbus, WI 53925 

Walk-ins will be accepted, however, limited availability of lunch and seminar materials may exist. 

    WHC CERTIFIED JUDGES SEMINAR 2019 
     SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION FORM 

SATURDAY, April 6 
 
8:00-8:30     Registration - Comfort Suites, 1952 
        Bond Street, Green Bay, WI  54303, 
        (920) 499-7449 
8:30-10:30   Classroom: Comfort Suites, 
        Clinician Ginger Schinktgen Bellin will 
        be speaking on “Diversity of the 
        English Horse for the Open Show” 
 
10:30-10:45  Morning Break 
 
10:45-11:30  Classroom Session Continues 
11:30-1:00    Lunch Break - Comfort Suites 
 
1:00-3:30      Circle E Equestrian Stables, 
         Clinician, Ginger Schinktgen Bellin 
         will work with Live demos 
3:30-4:00       Live Judging 
 
4:00        Written tests handed out 

THIS IS A ONE DAY SEMINAR!! 
 
Take home written test will be available after the 
live judging has been completed. No tests will be 
mailed; only Judge/Candidate attendees who are 
present for the entire seminar will receive the test. 
 
Test must be completed and returned to WHC   
office postmarked no later than April 30, 2019. No 
faxes will be accepted. We recommend that you  
return the test by certified mail.  

 
Seminar Facilities 

 
Classroom Sessions        Live Demos & Judging 
Comfort Suites         Circle E Equestrian Stables  
1952 Bond Street         W1424 County Road V V 
Green Bay, WI  54303        Seymour, WI  54165 
(920) 499-7449         (920) 609-5257 

Accommodations  
Cobblestone - Pulaski (920) 822-0822 / Odisha House of Rest - Shawano (715) 524-5111 

Quality Inn - Shawano (715) 526-2044  /  Super 8 - Shawano (715) 526-6688 
Green Bay Area:  Radisson Hotel - (920) 494-7300 / Hampton Inn - (920) 498-9200 

Holiday Inn Green Bay Stadium - (920) 569-4248 

 Visit www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org for more information on the WHC Certified Judges Program 
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Lindsay Thomes, Equine Massage Therapist 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

 

Every athlete can benefit from massage, even equine 
athletes. Equine massage has been gaining popularity 
among horse owners, especially for horses used in 
physically demanding activities. According to Lindsay 
Thomes, it can also help aging horses maintain overall 
health as well. 

A certified equine and canine massage therapist, Thomes 
has been offering horses and dogs massage treatments 
through her business, Top Line Therapeutics since March 
2017. 

She’ll commute to regular clients homes or stables within 
an hour’s drive from her base in Sheboygan. She will travel 
further to do clinics or other educational events or where 
she can work on groups of horses and/or dogs. 

Thomes received her training and certification through 
Equissage International. The Equissage program was 
founded by Mary Barlin Schreiber and is offered through 
an at-home study or on-site schooling in Round Hill, Va. 

An avid equestrian for nearly 23 years, Thomes’ passion 
for forming a relationship with horses has grown over the 
years.  

“I continuously look for new ways to connect with horses and other equestrians, and massage allows 
me to do that,” said Thomes.  

She saw how massage benefited her own horse, Bogie, but found scheduling the gelding’s therapy 
sessions difficult because of the lack of trained therapists near her horse. That was the motivation 
Thomes needed to become a therapist.  

“He has always benefited greatly from massage therapy and as he continues to age,” said Thomes. “I 
recognized the opportunity to learn massage myself and be able to provide it to him on an as-needed 
basis. In the past, I have found it difficult to create a tailored scheduled with him being located in an 
area where the closest equine massage therapist is over an hour away.”   

          Continued on next page... 

                Contributed photo 
Equine massage therapist Lindsay Thomas gives her 
horse Bogie a massage to help keep his muscles flexible.  
The massage treatments help the 22-year-old thorough-
bred gelding age in comfort. 
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...continued from previous page 

 

Lindsay Thomes, Equine Massage Therapist 
 

Thomes and Bogie have been together for nearly 16 years, and have competed in three-day eventing 
competitions through the preliminary level as recognized by the United States Eventing Association. 

Similar to the effects of massage therapy on humans, massage in horses and dogs helps them relax as 
well as reduce stress and anxiety. 

Massage therapy is never considered a substitute for veterinary medicine. However, it can complement 
veterinary treatments to promote over-all general health by focusing on both the cause and prevention 
of muscle injury using whole body treatment.  

According to Thomes, massage can increase range of motion, increase flexibility and enhance muscle 
tone, while reducing inflammation, edema and swelling in joints. Massage stimulates circulation, 
increases the flow of nutrients to muscles and helps to carry away excessive fluids and toxins. 

Those benefits can be particularly helpful in performance horses or also retired horses, as massage 
helps to prevent the atrophy of inactive muscles and can help them maintain good posture despite not 
being exercised regularly.  

“Of course, horses benefit most from a regular massage schedule tailored to their work,” said Thomes. 
“The more intensive their work or underlying issue, the more regular massage sessions need to be until 
a level of muscle maintenance is achieved. This varies horse to horse. Massage also works well 
hand-in-hand with equine chiropractic.” 

Thomes advises horse and dog owners their animals might benefit from a massage whenever they 
become tense, stressed or displays soreness. Horses will signal discomfort through body movements. 

 “They may pin their ears when being saddled or brushed over a certain part of their body,” said 
Thomes. “They may be stiffer going one way versus another when being ridden or they may just be 
slightly off. Or, their overall demeanor may seem slightly ‘dull.’ Sometimes, all that is needed is a simple 
release of tension, which massage can provide. 

“Of course, I advocate massage as a proactive therapy, so would encourage horse owners to consider 
massage before their horse displays any of these symptoms,” said Thomes. 

During a massage, horses will indicate tension release by yawning, moving their jaw, sticking out their 
tongue, sighing or passing manure. 

Thomes can be contacted by emailing toplinetherapeutics@gmail.com or visit Top Line Therapeutics’ 
Facebook page. 
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Jefferson County Draft Horse Association 
By Jackie Schuster, JCDHA Secretary 

 
The fall of 2018 saw two big draft horse shows in 
the Midwest.  October 8th-13th, was the World 
Percheron Congress in Des Moines, Iowa and the 
World Clydesdale Show was held on October 
24th-28th in Madison, Wisconsin.  It was a very 
impressive showing of these gentle giants.   

It wasn’t your customary show of the halter and 
hitch classes.  Both shows had English and 
Western riding, costume, dressage classes and 
barrel racing. 

 
At the World Percheron Congress, they also had 
log skidding and plowing contest and 
demonstrations. 

It was great seeing exhibitors from Wisconsin 
putting their horses through their paces. 

In reflecting back on these two shows, I can only 
think about the Pegasus Youth Group.  This 
group was brought together by Dr. Anne Clary. 
 

They started as friends of her sons that wanted 
to help and learn about their Percherons.  The group learned how to muck the stalls and feed them.  

They also learned how to groom, lead, harness 
and drive the horses.  They did a lot of trail riding, 
riding lessons and driving horses.  They participat-
ed at the Jefferson County Fair and Boone County 
Fair and some other fairs this past year.  This was 
all in preparation for the World Percheron Con-
gress in Iowa.  They were a pretty impressive 
group of youth showing in their various classes. 

    
   Continued on next page... 
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Jefferson County Draft Horse Association 

 

The group was made up of 
Emma and Maya Wiltzius, 
Ashely Bierman, Caleb Herzig, 
Austin Sikora and Wyatt Clary.  
The group showed  in costume, 
barrel racing, 4-up Registered 
Mare, open trail, novice 

walk-trot, English pleasure, mare cart, youth team, 
showmanship, youth decorating, pleasure driving and judging.    There were two World Champions in 
the Pegasus group, Austin Sikora in barrel racing and Wyatt Clary in English pleasure 15-18.  The other 
members held their own and contributed to the nice showing of ribbons.  You can see the show results 
in the Draft Horse Journal winter issue or the Percheron Magazine January issue. 
 

Anne Clary also showed in the 
Open English Pleasure class.  
Her horses Elsa and Gabe got 
the Most Versatile Percheron 
award fifth and seventh in 
that order.  Anne also allowed 
two youths to use her horses 
for the Pee Wee Showman-

ship - Rylan Minshull-second and Dayona Minshull for Youth 9-14 Western Pleasure which she was 
World Champion and Lilly Duddeck second in the Youth English Pleasure 9-14 second place and two 
visitors one from Columbia and the other from France to hold the flags at the opening ceremonies. You 
will be seeing these young teamsters this coming year under the leadership of Dr. Anne Clary.  There is a 

new member to the group Merrin 
Steinhilber.  So be looking for these 
impressive young exhibitors in 
2019. 

GREAT JOB PEGASUS YOUTH 
GROUP! WE HOPE TO SEE A LOT OF 
YOU THIS YEAR!!!    
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Wisconsin Native Earns National Rodeo Title 
by Brooke Bechen, Correspondent for The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

 Jessica Routier has been riding horses from a very young age – before she 
can even remember. She entered her first competition when she was six years old 
and has earned numerous accolades throughout her rodeo career. 

 But it still doesn’t seem real to her to see her name listed as #2 in the world 
after an exceptional performance at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas 
Dec. 6-15. 

 “It was an amazing experience and we enjoyed every second of it,” she said. 

 Routier grew up on a farm in Montfort, a small community in southwest 
Wisconsin. Both of her parents participated in rodeo; her mother made a living 
training horses, which originally sparked her interest in barrel racing.  

 As a youth, she participated in Wisconsin Little Britches rodeos, then high school rodeos. She qualified for 
the National High School Finals Rodeo four times, earning a scholarship to attend National American University in 
South Dakota. And after qualifying for the College National Finals Rodeo four times, in 2003, she was named the 
College National Champion Barrel Racer. 

 “I don’t know that there was ever a point in my life when I decided I was going to make a career out of 
rodeo. It was just always what I wanted to do and what I did,” she said. “I rodeoed throughout all the phases of 
my life, so it was never something I decided I was going to do – I just did it.” 

 In 2010, Routier began a working relationship with Gary Westergren, a horse breeder from Nebraska. She 
recalled the first time she met him in person in 2011 as she was riding his mare, Special French Bear (Anna Belle), 
in Arizona. 

 “I remember him saying, ‘I want to see one of my horses run at National Finals Rodeo,’” Routier said. “My 
thought was that this guy doesn’t know how hard a task that is to accomplish!” 

 However, she wasn’t ready to rule out qualifying for the national competition as impossible. 

 Since then, Westergren and Routier have been working to get his horses out into the barrel racing world. 
His horses come to Routier’s ranch when they turn two-years-old, where they learn to work on the ranch and are 
introduced to barrel racing, she explained. 

 Her NFR winning horse, Missy, came to the ranch when she was two-years-old, just as all Westergren’s 
horses do. Routier started Missy with a little bit of barrel racing here and there, in between putting on a lot of 
outside miles, she said. Her friend ran Missy at her first futurity while Routier was pregnant, and after giving birth 
to a daughter, Charlie, ran Missy at seven other events as a five-year-old. 

 “She won money at every single one,” she said. “From there, Missy’s rodeo career began, and she has 
never missed a beat.” 

 Routier described her as gritty, a horse that tries her heart out with every run she makes. Missy has 
always been mature for her age and always stays very focused, Routier added. All of these qualities make her an 
exceptional rodeo horse – fully capable of earning the title of 2018 Reserve World Champion.  
           Continued on next page... 

                          Submitted photo 
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...continued from previous page 

Wisconsin Native Earns National Rodeo Title 

 In 2017, Routier started taking Missy to professional rodeos. The duo ended up winning the Badlands 
Circuit, which led them to participate in the Ram National Circuit Finals, where they placed second. Then they 
qualified for the Calgary Stampede, finishing third at that competition. 

 “With all of the money from those three rodeos counting toward the NFR, I knew we needed to take 
advantage of the situation and keep rodeoing to see where we could end up,” Routier said. 

 Routier took extra care of Missy, bringing a five-year-old horse along to provide company to Missy while 
they were on the road. The two ate and drank good all summer, Routier said, with Missy fresh and ready to go 
every time and ready to jump back in to go to the next competition as well. 

 After Calgary, which took place in July, the pair were sitting 7th in the world standings. Routier said things 
were looking good, but she doesn’t like to count on anything until it actually happens. However, after the 
deadline for qualifying came at the end of Sept., she knew for sure that they had made it into the Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo. 

 The Wrangler National Finals Rodeo is the season-ending competition event for the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association and has been held annually since 1959. The prestigious rodeo showcases the very best 
cowboys, barrel racers and livestock in the world – with Routier and Missy fulfilling Westergren’s dream to see 
one of his horses at the respected competition. 

 To prepare Missy physically and mentally for the big event, which includes 10 rounds over 10 days, 
Routier sent her to stay with friends at Steele Equi-fit, where she swam in an aqua-tred to build muscle strength 
and stamina. In Las Vegas, Routier continued to focus on Missy, making sure she could rest comfortably in 
between rounds. 

 Along with earning the title of 2018 Reserve World Champion at NFR, Routier also received the Jerry Ann 
Taylor Best Dressed Award, an honor voted on by fans in recognition of Jerry Ann Taylor, a well-known trick rider 
that brought style, glamour and spirit to the arena. This award was also something special for Routier, adding to 
an unforgettable experience. 

 “It still doesn’t feel real,” Routier said. 

 Because of their stellar finish in 2018, she and Missy now have opportunities to compete in other big 
events this winter. Routier plans to participate and see where those competitions lead them. 

 Back home at her and her husband’s ranch in Buffalo, South Dakota, Routier is raising the next generation 
of rodeo enthusiasts. All five of her children have a love for horses and competing, 
as well as working on the ranch with family.  

 And while there isn’t much, or any, downtime on the ranch in between 
competitions and caring for the animals and land, the family wouldn’t have it any 
other way. 

 “It would be awesome to get to compete at the NFR again, and if the 
conditions are right, we will try,” she said. 

                                Submitted photo 
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News from the Friends of Governor Dodge-Equestrians  
 

In August of 2018, the FOGD Equestrian committee was presented with an amazing offer and a giant 
challenge: raise $25,000 by year’s end for the new equestrian campground at Governor Dodge State 
Park and receive a dollar for dollar match.  Horse enthusiasts truly rose to the challenge, giving more 
than $29,400 in match-eligible funds.  Thanks to the generosity of the match donors and the resounding 
support of the horse community, the campground fund has grown by almost $55,000! 

With an estimated campground construction budget of $650,000, there is still much to do. The FOGD 
Equestrian committee’s next fundraiser is a raffle with the prize drawing to take place on Sunday, April 
14 at the Midwest Horse Fair. The raffle’s Grand Prize is a Ruby’s Grand Adventure Ride for TWO in 
Bryce Canyon, Utah in 2019 or 2020, valued at $2,800. First prize is a gorgeous 2.69 carat blue topaz ring 
donated by Condon Jewelers of Madison and valued at $1,695.  Other excellent prizes include a quarter 
of beef donated by Williams Financial Services and a $500 cash jackpot donated by Irongate Equine 
Clinic and more.  Raffle ticket purchase information is available at www.GovDodgeEquestrians.com or 
visit the FOGD-Equestrians booth at the Midwest Horse Fair located just around the bend from the 
Horse Council Trails booth. 

On Sunday, June 2nd, the FOGD Equestrians will host a poker ride fundraiser. This year’s theme is 
“Governor Dodge-A Winning Bet”.  Ride a marked route on the beautiful trails at Governor Dodge State 
Park featuring views of the park’s lakes, rock outcroppings, forests and prairies. At the end of the ride, 
enjoy a yummy lunch and the ever-popular silent auction. Mark your calendars now for June 2nd and 
watch for registration information on the Governor Dodge Equestrians Facebook page and website.  

Last year’s poker ride netted over 
$7,000 for the campground fund. 
This year, the group hopes to 
raise an ambitious $10,000. 

Exciting things are in the works at 
Governor Dodge State Park. 
Support the Friends of the park 
by becoming a member. Purchase 
a trail pass from us and $5 from 
each pass stays with us to 
support equestrian projects at 
Governor Dodge. Visit our 
website today! 
 
www.GovDodgeEquestrians.com  
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Upcoming Events 2017  
 
 
 

February 2019 
 
February 1 WHC Trail Grant Application Submission Deadline 
February 1 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
February 2 Ready For The Ring Practice Open Shows, Heartland Equestrian Center, 7510 Deer Road, Custer, WI 54423, 9am -  
  Contact Sam Smith (715) 305-4606 - SANCTIONED 
February 2 & 3 WDCTA Kettle Moraine Chapter: Anita Adams Dressage Clinic, Rosebury Farm, Mukwonago. Audit $30/day,   
  KM@wdcta.org , 262-313-8487  
February 8 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
February 9 WSHCEF Winter Day at Springbrook, 8 am - 4 pm, Springbrook Events, N8400 County Road I, Burnett, WI 53922 
February 10  “Mickey” Horse & Pony Experience 1:30pm-3:30pm http://www.lstables.com/horse---pony-experience.html 
February 15 WHC Scholarship Application Submission Deadline 
February 15 WSHCEF Jan Spencer Scholarship Application Submission Deadline 
February 16 West 20 Ranch & Saddle Co. Beat the Heat 2019 Winter Show Series, W4812 Hwy. 20, East Troy, WI  53120, 10am, 
  (262) 642-4272, www.west20.com - SANCTIONED 
February 20 WHC District 3 Meeting - Sackett Ranch 
February 22  Day at the Stables Camp 9am-3pm http://www.lstables.com/holiday-day-camps.html  
February 22  “Silver” Horse & Pony Experience 1pm-3pm http://www.lstables.com/horse---pony-experience.html 
February 22  Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
February 23  Parent/Jr. Exhibitor Clinic http://www.lstables.com/clinics.html 
February 23 Dane & Columbia Co. 4-H Tack Sale, 9am-2pm, N695 Hopkins Rd., Arlington, WI  53911, 4-H food stand, silent auction from 
  9am-12:45pm, Consignment tables & Commercial Vendor Space must be reserved in advance, Contact Kim at 
  (608) 212-5191 or ballwegk@ayresassociates.com, free education sessions 10am, 11am, 1pm 
February 24  “Rocky” Horse & Pony Experience 1:30pm-3:30pm 
February 27 WHC BOD Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 
March 2019 
 
March 2 & 3 WDCTA Kettle Moraine Chapter: Debbie A Rodriguez Dressage Clinic, Rosebury Farm, Mukwonago, 
  Audit $30/day, KM@wdcta.org, 262-313-8487 
March 2  Ready For The Ring Practice Open Shows, Heartland Equestrian Center, 7510 Deer Road, Custer, WI 54423, 9am -  
  Contact Sam Smith (715) 305-4606 - SANCTIONED 
March 9  Winnebago Co. 4-H Horse & Pony Tack/Craft Sale, Exposition Building at SunnyView Expo Center & Fairgrounds, 500 East 
  Co. Rd. Y, Oshkosh, WI  54901, 9am-2pm, $1 admission per person, Contact Jon Richey (920) 277-3709 or e-mail  
  Winnebago4HTackSale@gmail.com  
March 9  Allied Horsemanship, Inc. Spring Gala, doors open at 5pm & dinner at 6pm, Huckleberry’s Restaurant, Prairie du Chien, 
  WI, Raffles, Auction & Dance, Adults $20, Ages 5-12 $10, Contact Shannon Gher (608) 412-2692 or allied.h.inc@gmail.com 
March 11  WHC District 4 Monthly Meeting, 6:30pm, Culver’s Restaurant, Edgerton, WI 
March 20  Ag Day at the Capitol, Monona Terrace, Madison, WI 
March 24  West 20 Ranch & Saddle Co. Beat the Heat 2019 Winter Show Series, W4812 Hwy. 20, East Troy, WI  53120, 10am, 
  (262) 642-4272, www.west20.com - SANCTIONED 
March 27  WHC Annual Meeting, 6pm - 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 
April 2019 
 
April 6  WHC Certified Judge Seminar, 8am, Circle E Equestrian Stables, W1424 County Rd VV, Seymour, WI 54165 
April 12-14 40th Annual Midwest Horse Fair, Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI 
April 14  Ready For The Ring Practice Open Shows, Heartland Equestrian Center, 7510 Deer Road, Custer, WI 54423, 9am -  
  Contact Sam Smith (715) 305-4606 - SANCTIONED 
 
May 2019 
 
May 8-11  WHC 2019 Trail Design School -14th Annual Trail Master Certification course by Trail Design Specialists, Inc., Southern 
  Kettle Moraine, DJ Mackie Picnic Area in Eagle, WI, 8am-4pm daily, Contact Margaret Kraege (608) 235-8302 or 
  ilovestrike@yahoo.com 
May 12  West 20 Ranch & Saddle Co. Annual Open Pleasure Horse Show Series, 9am, W4812 Hwy. 20, East Troy, WI 53120, 
  (262) 642-4272, www.west20.com - SANCTIONED 
May 19  Badger Horse Show Assoc. Open Speed Show, Rusty B Arena, W5641 Cty. Rd. J, Westfield, WI  53964, 9am, Contact 
  Nola Siewert at rockhill44@gmail.com or call (920) 858-2860, DCHA Buckle Challenge Sponsored Show - SANCTIONED  
May 22  WHC BOD Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 
 
* FOR MORE EQUINE RELATED UPCOMING EVENTS, click on this link to be redirected to WalkTrotGo.com 
or Wisconsin Horsemen’s News. 

  WHC Horsemen’s Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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Wisconsin  
Horse Council 

 

 

  FREE….Upcoming Events section on Website. 
 We have created a section on our website for your up-
coming events...FREE…..  You can send (email ) us any EQ-
UINE related event ( shows, tack sale, clinic, meetings, events 
etc.- 2 line maximum) and we will put it on our website free 
of charge.  All you need to do is send us a copy of your event 
with a contact phone number and we will list it for all to see. 
 Questions-call 920-623-0393/email info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

 
I would like this event posted on the Wisconsin Horse Council website. 

 

Date:_____________________________________________________________ 

Event:_____________________________________________________________ 

Location:___________________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________________________________________________ 

Please limit information to 2 lines and include a contact phone number. 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org  920-623-0393/920-623-0583F 

121 S. Ludington St.  Columbus, WI 53925 

ATTENTION ! 
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BIG CHANGES for the WHC CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGE OPEN SHOW 
AWARDS PROGRAM for 2019! 

The WHC Championship Challenge Committee has made significant changes to the WHC Championship Challenge 
Open Show Award Program for 2019. We had hoped that this program would enable more competitors to 
participate and earn awards, regardless of their physical location and/or skill level. However, due to low 
enrollment and participation numbers, this program is being phased out and will end on 12/31/20. 

The program will no longer offer the yearly high point grand and reserve awards for 2019 & 2020. This program 
will be a strictly cumulative points earning opportunity for those that have been competing to continue to work 
towards and earn their Merit and Champion Awards at the different levels. 

If anyone new would like to sign up to compete in this program during its final two years (2019 & 2020) in an 
attempt to earn enough points to reach the Merit and Champion Award totals needed, you are welcome to do so 
by sending in the nomination form with the appropriate fees. Just be aware that competitors will only have until 
12/31/20, to earn points towards the award levels below. 

 Cumulative Award Levels are as follows: 

  * Bronze Merit Award - Must accumulate 200 points in a single division 
  * Silver Merit Award - Must accumulate 300 points in a single division 
  * Gold Merit Award - Must accumulate 500 points in a single division 
  * Platinum Champion Award - Must accumulate 1,000 points in a single division 
  * Supreme Champion Award - Must accumulate 400 points in three different divisions 

Please go to https://wisconsinhorsecouncil.org/programs/championshipChallenge/ccpage.php to access the 
guidelines and all necessary forms needed to participate in this program. 

If you should have questions, please feel free to contact the WHC Office at (920) 623-0393 
or e-mail us at darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org.  Thank you! 

FOR SALE: 
 Schneiders Billy Royal Silver Plate Thunder Classic matching bridle and breastcollar, Dark oil, $500 for both, includes 

shipping in continental USA. Photos available. dominostbl@baraboo.com  608-393-4049 (J/F/M) 

 Beautiful Buckskin gelding, 4 years old, sound, halter quality, well broke western trail.  $3,500.  (715) 362-2468 (J/F/M) 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
EXCLUSIVELY for WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY! 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS in OUR NEWSLETTER! 
Ads will be posted for 3 consecutive newsletters.  Subject to editing to fill space.  

Ads must be personal for your horse and equine related items.  Not for commercial/business advertising. 
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District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, Dodge, 
Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca, 
Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempealeau,     
   Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District 1:
Contact - OPEN

WHC District 2:
Contact - Marilyn Krueger 
715-675-7016
mrlnkrgr@gmail.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601 
kbach@nconnect.net

WHC District 4:
Contact - Karen Kroll 
608-795-2321
mkroll@chorus.net

WHC District 5:
Contact - Mike McGowan 
715-284-9112
mcgowan@centurytel.net

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and 

advertisements for the WHC CounciLetter is: 

March Issue: February 15th noon 

Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial 
benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The 

Editor reserves the right to revise or refuse articles.  
Ads and articles are best sent in electronic format 

(prefer MS Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

 

 
Important Dates to Remember: 

 
February 1 WHC Trail Grant Application Deadline 
February 9 WSHCEF Winter Day at Springbrook - Old Fashion Fun 
February 14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 
February 15 WHC Scholarship Application Deadline 
February 15 WSHCEF Jan Spencer Scholarship Application Deadline 
February 20 WHC District 3 Monthly Meeting 
February 27 WHC Board of Directors Monthly Meeting 
 
              
   * Please check out our Calendar of Upcoming Events, which is 
      included in each issue of the CounciLetter, as well as on the 
      WHC website, for shows, fundraisers, clinics, tack sales and 
      more! 


